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Parent Awareness Report 

Prescription Pain Pill Abuse 

The 2014 Monitoring the Future report revealed that 6.1% of high 

school seniors had used prescription pain pills not prescribed for them 

over the prior year. According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse 

(NIDA), prescription and over-the-counter drugs are the third most 

commonly abused substances by Americans 14 and older (after 

marijuana and alcohol).  This frequent drug abuse takes place when: 

 

 

 

 

Why should parents be alert to prescription pain pill abuse? 

 

 

 

 

What are prescription pain pills, anyway?  

 

In this Issue: 

 Defining pain pill abuse  

 Why pain pills are a concern 

 Understanding pain pills 

 Precautions to take 

For More Help: 

Visit our website to sign up to 

receive future Parent Awareness 

Reports via email and connect with 

us on Facebook and Twitter. 

Website: 

www.pathwaytoprevention.org 

 

 

 

http://www.pathwaytoprevention.org/
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Here’s how pain pills can kill: 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Precautions to take and conversations to have: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.drugabuse.gov/related-topics/treatment-research/if-teen-or-young-adult-has-drug-abuse-problem
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